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A lay it fletfe your Eminence, 

A MIDST your undilTembled Sorrows for fo- 
infupportable a Lofs, fufFer me to fhare in the 
Condolence of your Misfortune, by an earneft: 
and ferious Expostulation on the Spiritual Bene- 
fits you may reap from the Death of his how- 

ever your Temporal Interefts may fufFer thereby. For 
now, probably, you may find Time to reflect on your 
pad Conduct ; fince the Difiribution of Benefices will not 
lb conftantly employ your all-grafping Imagination, nor 
the Invention of Methods to protett Monopolies, per- 
plex your accumulating Defires. Thoughts, free from 
the Clog of Advantage may now foar towards Reafon, 
and the Defire of Wealth may find fome Bounds, 
when the Power of encreafing it is, in fome meafure, 
determined : And as from the deepeft AfHi&ion fome 
defireable End is frequently obtained ; fo, from the 
Shock of the pontiffs Departure hence, you may, very 
poflibly, be put upon feeking after Repentence, which, 
whilft you had the Care of his Imperial Mitre, it is . 
to be feared you would not foon have found Leifure ; 
to fearch after: And, as the mod. Friendly Affiftance 
of any is that which contributes mod to our Spiritual 
Welfare, I beg the Liberty, on this extraordinary Oc- 
cafion, to addrefs your Eminence with the Freedom of 
an Equal, that I may offer you my Sentiments with- 
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out the Reftraint which generally damps the Spirit of 
an Addrefs to a Superior ; Jjoping, neverthelefs, to re- 
ta in -fo -juA -a- Seofe of- the . Deference 4ue.to.your. many 
times- exalted Station, as -will -prevent -my-4'aying -any 
thing impertinent, or unworthy your Confideration. 

THE firft thing, then, I would recommend to your 
Refleftion, is the State of his Holinefs , before you be- 
came his Prime Mi'nijter. He was, before his fupreme 

Advancement, very generally efteemed : As a private 
Doftor of the Church, his Behavour was not only 
blamelefs, but much admired ; he difeharged the Holy 
Offices of his Function with great Diligence, and thofe 
Hours which were not required in his immediate Duty, 
he employed in compofing Treatifes that are prized 
as the mod excellent Performances of their Kind, and 
gained him that univerlal Regard which reached the 
Ears of his Superiors, who raifed him to the Dignity 
of a Bifliop, with the chearful Cqnfent of the People, 
and to the higheft Satisfa&ion of all who wifhed well 
to Learning and Virtue. In this Station he remained 
for more than Ten Years, with as much Credit as he 
afeended it, when, the Papacy becoming vacant,' he was 
advanced to the Holy See, as a mod fit Perfon to fup- 
port that Dignity with the Wifdom and Authority it 

requires. In this high Station alfo, 1 W retained- the 

general ' Regard of the People for fome time ; but it 
digl not continue : And to what Caufe can we attribute 
tlie fudden Change ? Not to himjelf \ furely, but to your 
Eminence ; becaufe it has been obferved by many, that 
on your gaining the Alcendant over his declining Judg- 
ment, his Conduct began to be difapproved, and grew 
gradually rrorfe and wrfe, as you advanced in his Fa- 
vour, till his AdminiAration in the Church became to 
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be as publickty condrnned, as it had before been approved ; 
to the great Injury of a Character that might otherwife 
have paHed without Blame, and the open Pervertion 
of the Pontifical Authority. 

THIS demands your moft ferious Attention ; for if 
his late fiolmefs, from a Confidence in you, entrufted 
you with the Execution of his Office, what better Was 
a Mifapplicatton of the Power lent you by his Holinefs , 
than a Breach of the Trufl repofed in you ; for we cannot 
help thinking, from the former A&ions of his Life, that 
he always defigned well , however illy his Intentions might 
be executed : —— Hence I am (truck, at the Load of. 
Guilt, which, if this fhould have b^en the Cafe, and, 
every Body fays it was, muft reft^on your Eminence , 
without a Poflibility of eafing yourV Shoulders other- 
wife than by Repentance, which yet, I fear, will fall 
fhort of Reftitution ! — Here, methinks, I fee your 
Confufion, and your Remorfe : Reftrain it not; for great 
Enormities ought to produce fever e Contrition : What can 
you offer to the Manes of the Holy Departed Father, 
in order to reftore the Fame you have robbed hirq off? 
How can you bear the Thought of reading an un- 
byafled Hiftory of the Pontificate of Benedict XIII. and 
yet you know his Tranfa&ions muft be recorded along 
with thofe of the other Popes: Will his rhake the Fi- 
gure they ought, or that which might be expe&ed from 
fo excellent a Prelate? Will the Annals of his Admi- 
nlftration appear agreeable to the Idea we muft frame 
of him from his Works? And, if thefe are found de- 
fieient, wifi not fome Reafon be affigned for the Fai- 
lure? And how will that be done without placing 
your Eminence in a Light that will be apt to draw the 
Contempt of Pofterity on your Memory, to the End 
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• of Time ? Though Fame is coveted by all with equal 
Zeal, can fuch a Remembrance as this be defirable f Is 
it not better to have a Name die, than, like Erojlatns, 
reach fucceeding Ages in an ignominious Light ! I well 
know you will always be mentioned as his Holinefs’s 
firjt Minijler , and confequently as the Second Perfon in 
the Church Authority ; but can you expeft to be (poke 
of as a Good Minijler , and as one who made a proper 
Ufe of the Confidence his Matter repofed in him ? 

ONE thing, I apprehend, will look much to your 
Difadvantage; and that is your heaping fo many Pre- 
ferments on Yourfelf: This was certainly a very wrong 
Step, as it made every body think you had no other 
End in view than your Private Advantage, which fhould 
be the laft thing regarded bv a Publick Minijler: Be- 
fides, there was a farther Indifcretion in your taking fo 
many Benefices to your own Ufe; becaufe it put Men 
upon an Enquiry after your MERIT: It being always 
the Cuftom, in Communities where Benefices are rightly 
beftowed, to make them bear fome Proportion to th? 
Defert of the Perfons to whom they are given. — This 
Enquiry caufed many to ask, What Service you had 
done the Church that required fo prodigious a Recom- 
pence? Whether it was your PREACHING, or your 
WRITINGS, that had occafioned you to be fo highly 
diftinguifhed from your Brethren ? Your exemplary Lire 
and Converfation, or your profound Knowledge in Laws 
Ecclefiaftical, and in the Conftitution of the Church ?«i 
do not chufe to repeat the ufual Anfwers to thefe Que- 
ftions, but leave your Eminence to guefs them ; fince, as 
you are beft acquainted with your own Endowments, 
you are moft able of any to judge what were the pro- 
per Replies. 
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HAD you not been fo direftlv at the Helm of the 
Church Affairs, you might, perhaps, have poffeffed all 
you now enjoy, and have undergone very little Cenfure : 
But, as the Diftribution of fo many Offices was known 
to lie almod entirely in your own Power, there ap-“ 
peared fomething like a Meannefs of Spirit, as well as an 
immoderate Avarice , in retaining every thing in your own 
Hands that you could any way contrive how to keep, 
fo as to evade the Defign of our Church Laws. When 
his Holinefs confulted you on whom he fliould bellow a 
wealthy Preferment ? were you always unable to make 
any other Anfwer than, ON ME! And, how odd mull 
fuch a Reply have founded in the Ear of any By- 
ilander, when made to the Offer of a fine Cure , fit only . 
for a Reward to an ancient and laborious Minider, 
when incapable of difcharging the . Duties of his Of- 
fice ! With what Countenance could you follicit, or even 
accept it? Or what pan be faid in your Vindication? 
Did it not declare your Third of Money infatiable! — - 
This, added to your numerous other Places, has fet fuch 
an Example to our Clergy by your glaring fo from the 
Fountain of their lnfiruttion and Dijctpline , that all who 
have the flighted Probability of Succefs, are running 
with fuch Vehemence after Additional Preferments, as 
would make one ready to fuppofe they thought it a 
Part of their Duty. 

IT will avail little to urge here your contracted' 
Relation to his Holinefs, in Defence of your vad Ac- 
quifitions ; fince, whatever Services you may have done 
nis Niece , as they are not done the Church , it appears 
not at all reafonable that the Church fhould reward - 
you for them j, for a Temporal Recompence mud be an 

ample - 


Digitized by 


i 

Google 



ample Amends for Performances which have but fraall 
Claim to Spiritual Notice. 

' T HIS violent Purfuit of Riches has a Cham of bad 
Effe£b ; for, befides the Injury it does to the Mhrifters 
themfelves, it is the utter Ruin of their Parifhioners; 
there being no fuch thing as getting them to mind 
what their Parfon fays, when they fee him fo far from 
minding it himfelf : For, fince they have been cor- 
rupted by heretical Books, they all take upon them to 
reafon , and have Affurance enough to infill on a Mi- 
nitler’s conforming himfelf to the Doctrines he preaches, 
in order to convince them he means what h z fays: 
Without which they are now apt to conclude that their ' 
Teacher, when he tells them of the Neceffity there is of 
their contempting worldly Treafure, does it only to put 
them out of Conceit with it, in order to come the 

more eafily at it himfelf. In like manner they do 

not fcruple even at queftioning the Authority of their 
Pallor over them, wnen he takes Courfes they think 
contrary to Chriftianity or Morality ; as if his Divine 
Authority and Commiffion were lets effectual when of- 
ficiating in his Publick Duty as a Minifter , becaufe in 
his private Conduft he falls fhort of what is required 
of all Iiis Parilh ! 

THESE Liberties, which have lately, like an Inun- 
dation, rufhed in upon the Church, make Circumfpeo- 
tion the more neceflary in thofe to whom her Welfare 
is committed: For, as the Itch of arguing daily gains 
Ground, the Cafe is not now, as formerly, when an 
Apolofrolical Jjfe Dixit was fuflicient to enforce any 
thing ; for, unlefs a Clergyman can offer fome plaufible 
Reafox for what he enjoins, be now runs a hazard of 

being 
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being difregarded, and, fometimes, of being ridiculed to 
his Face, in. a manner deftitute of the Deference due to 
his Character : Thus did I, not long ago, hear a Perfon 
whom his Minifies was advifing to part with one of his 
Shops , from the Impoflibility of his looking properly after 
both, reply, with an impertinent Sneer of Gravity : 
t( Certainly, Doctor, it is full as poflible for me to 
“ ftand in my two Shops at one time, as for you to 
“ preach from two Pulpits the fame Inftant : Deputies 
“ are alike wanted in both ; and Journeymen are plenty 
“ enough in our Bufinefs, however they may be in your 

“ Employment.” Another, a Ihort time after this* 

being very warmly reproved by the fame Gentleman 
on a Suppofition of Polygamy, returned upon him, “ Sir, 
“ I am not now guilty of what you blame me for ; 
“ but if hereafter I fhould fall into that Error, the 
“ Reproof of a Perfon guilty of Spiritual Polygamy , 
4i whiph is the wcyrft of any, would have little Influ- 
“ ence towards convincing me of my Failing.” 

I make bold to mention thefe familiar Inftances of 
the Evils that are like to be done by the Pluralities of 
our Clergy, becaufe from fuch Examples falling under 
my Notice in fo Ihort a Time, it is natural to conclude, 
that the fame Spirit that produced them will foon be- 
come univerfal, if the Grounds for thefe Refie&ioas are 
not removed ; which would be greatly detrimental to 
Chriftianity in General : For when People have once 
arrived at the Contempt of their Teachers, they feldom 
flop fhort of a Difregard for the Doftrine they endea- 
vour to inculcate; — Which makes it of the utmoft Im- 
portance to the Church, that all Occasions of this Li- 
centious Manner of treating our Clergy, be remedied. 
— And your Eminence r could not think it hard, fhould 
we expert you to Ihew the firfi Inftance of relinguifbivg 
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fome of your Preferments ; because as you have beeh 
the repeated. Occafion of Complaint in this refped, lo 
much as even, to become the Subjed- of infulting Plates 
and Pamphlets, the Renaming of one Living, or- other 
Benefice by you , would call more Attention from the 
Publick, than for any other Monopolift to give up dou- 
ble the Number ; and we might therefore hope it would 
produce the more Imitations, to the entire Redu&ion 
of all the Pluralities in the Church, and the better 
Provifion of fuch as are now fo frequently termed The ' 
Poor Clergy , and to the Returning all Bounties appro- 
priated for their Alfillance, to the Publick Coffers! 

SHOULD your Eminence be thus happy in Begin- 
ning fo necelTary a Work, we might, by Degrees; be- 
gin to fee in our Clergy fome Refemblance to the great 
Examples they pretend to follow ; for, could I hope to 
be lb far indulged, I would beg leave to ask you, what 
you know of yourfelf which, in your own Judgment, 
bears any Likenefs to thofe Apojtles whofe SuccelTors 
you declare yourfelves, and whole Office you execute 
in their ftead ; — — Suppofe, during his late Holinefs’s 
L ife, St. Peter , in propria perfona, had made a Vifit to 
the Vatican ? How would he have been aftonifhed to 
find a Perfon by Virtue of being received for his Suc- 
cejfor , enjoying a Temporal Throne , while himfelf could 
recoiled no Declaration that ever made him Sovereign 
over Half an Acre ! And how repugnant to his Gofpel- 
Dodrine of Humility and Self-Denial would appear his 
Succeflbrs Stores of Riches and Cloud of PVordly Gran- 
deur! And, to defeend lower, when he had beheld 
his Habit and Pompous Attire, how would he have 
been ftartled ! And what a Difagreement would have 
been between the Fountain and the Stream! Do you 
think St. Peter would have miltakea him for a Gofpel 

Minifler ? 
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Minifter ? Or would he have fallen to preach againft 

the Delafions of the Heathen ? And, if he had doubted 

before, would he not have been confirmed in his Opi- 
nion, when he had feen a few within Doors wallow 
in Superfluities, while the Gates were (hut to the moll 
piercing Entreaties of the Necefiitous, who craved Re- 
lief to their unhappy and helplefs Conditions, from 

Without. Should we yet fuppofe, farther, the 

Jpofile , in the next Place, to have made a Scrutiny 
into your A&ions as a Minifter of the Church which 
he fo zealoufly laboured to eftablifh, How would he 
have wondered to hear you and mod of your Bre- 
thren deriving your Office from the Scriptures which 
he and his Fellow-Labourers in the Church left for a 
Rule to conduft all fucceeding Chriftians ! when he 
could fcarce be able to find the fmalleft Affinity be- 
tween your Behaviour and the Dire&ions for a Mini- 
fter’s Conduct as there laid down : — And, that your 
Eminence may more clearly perceive this Oppofition 
between the Scriptures and the Order of Men you arc 
of, I beg the Liberty of mentioning, very briefly, a 
few of the Particulars ; and, to prevent Repetitions, I 
will, with your Eminence’s Leave, ufe the Word ParJcn 
to imply you and thofe of your Brethren who fo evi- 
dently contradift the Scripture-Model of a Cbrifian Priejl ; 
it not being my Defign, in the prefent Ufe of that 
Term, to imply any Gentleman who deferAes the Name 
of a Gofpel Minifter. 

The Scriptures fay, Mankind fhall have the Milk of the 
Word, without Moneys and without Price : 

The Parfon is fo far from conforming to this Do&rine, 
that he not only demands Money for fuch Milky or In - 
ftrutfion, as he cares to* beftow upon us, and we to. re- 
ceive ; but he infifts upon being paid for fuch Lectures, 

as, 
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as, very often, 'are found unworthy even of a bare 
Attention ; nay, he very frequently infills upon his Price 
for Duties which, either from Incidence, or from other 
Employments, he feldom or never performs. 

The Scriptures allure us. That the Minillers of Chrifi 
fhall have their Reward in the Next Life-, but that in 
This they mull expe£l Poverty, Buffeting, and Advcrfty: 

The Parfon declares the Contrary ; unlefs he receives 
liis Reward in This Life, he is fo far from fullering himfelf 
to be bulleted for ChrijP s fake, that, fooner than trull to 
the Next Life for his Arrears, he leaves his Flock to llray 
without Controul from- him. 

The Scriptures fay, It is the Hutnhle God will teach his 
Ways, and the Meek he will guide in Judgment : 

The Parfon then, it is to be feared, partakes of but a 
very fmall Share of this Teaching ; he being feldom longer 
humble, than he has a View of Profitting by it; and, 
when lie is once fixed in a Living, be he ever fo imperious , 
he neverthelefs takes upon him to teach Others the Ways 
of God, though, by Pride, Ambition , and Avarice , he is 
incapable of knowing them Himself. 

The Scriptures , in leveral Places, bid the Chrillian Mi- 
nille.rs cherilh and abide by the Flock firll committed to 
their Charge, and forbid their abandoning them on any Con- 
fid era t ion whatever : 

The Parfon takes Care of his firft Flock no longer chan 
till he can obtain better Pay for feeding a fecond , and 
leaves that as foon as lie can procure Two- pence more far 
looking after a third ; Whence it feems rather to be Gold, 
than God, he has in View ; when, inllead of. abiding by 
his firll Flock, in obedience to Scripture, for Gain he 
leaves it for Chance and Poverty to fend another, however 
qualified, to inftru£l them. The 


Digitize! 


savjGc 3gte 



The Scriptures advife the Believers, out of which num- 
ber, I. prefume, the Clergy were not defigned to be ex- 
cluded, To have no Regard to what they fhall eat , or 
what they (hall drink, or with what they are cloathed ; 
but firft to feek the Kingdom of Heaven, and then all thefe 
Things will be added : 

The Parfon pays very fmall Regard to this Advice, and 
muft either feek the KJngdom of Heaven very young, or 
poffefs the promHed Confequences of fo doing, without 
the Scripture Condition His Eating is commonly the 
beft his Parifli affords, to procure which he is fo kind 
as to vifit the moft plentiful Tables in his Neighbour- 
hood, whenever his own happens to be but indifferently 

fumilbed : He is feldom found to be lefs careful with 

refpeft to his Drinking ; being always fuppofed to have a 
moft delicate Palate for tafting Wine, and the true Secret 
of mixing the fineft Sherbet ; but is not thought to have 
any extraordinary Judgment in the Excellencies either of 
Water or Small-Beer : — His C loathing he is fo far from 
fbaping after the Gofpel-Pattern , that, unlefs it be of fuch 
a Colour, and made after fuch a Fafbion, it is not fuffered 
to furround him ; and even his Hat muft Have a Mark to 
diftinguifb it from thofe wore by other Men, in 'order to 
put all who fee it in mind of the particular Reverence due 
to the Perfon beneath it. 

. .T he Scriptures advife us, Not to be anxio.us after tlie 
fading Pleafures of this World , after Titles , or Honours from 
Men : 

The Parfon covets honours from Men ; haftes to be a 
Majler tf Arts, pants for the Degree of a UoSlor , glad if a 
Mandamus eafes him of a Year or two ; then has his Eye 
dire&lv on fome Deanry , and ’tis Ten to One whether he 
can helpfquinting a Mure. 
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The, Scriptures (ay, We cannot ferve both God and 
Mammon: 

The Parfon makes no manner of Difficulty in ferving 
them both at once ; or, if he cannot, it is eafy to fee 
which is preferred : Since without a Certainty of the One, 
he does not even pretend to ferve the Other. 

The Scriptures forbid our having Fellotvfbip , or keeping 
any ptner Ccnverfation with the Prickedy than what will 
temfto their fpeedy Amendment : 

The Parfon fays, that though Sir John is a Man of the 
mod; profligate Life and Conduct, and too free and obfcene 
In his Difcourfe ; yet, as he keeps a good Table,' has his 
Cellars always welnupplied, and does not want Generofity , 
he chufes rather to wink at his Failings , than to rifque the 
Lofs of fo bountiful a Friend, by any Attempts to reclaim 
him. 

The Scriptures command the Faithful to communicate of 
their Temporal Abundance to all who (land in need of it, 
as an indifpenfable Chriftian Duty : 

The Parfon will, indeed, and daily does, receive from 
thofe who have not a neceffary Provsfton for Themfeves ; 
but his manner of miniftring to the Necejfities of Others , 
is too well known to yoilr Eminence, to require my En- 
largement! 

THIS Comparifon, I hope, will not any Way offend 
your Eminence ; which I the lefs apprehend, fince I re- 
member that when, feme Time ago, I had the Pleafure 
of hearing you preach once in one or your Churches, you, 
feemingly in good Earnefty referred your Hearers , with feme 
Warmth, to the Scriptures t as the only certain Rule to judge 
of the Chimerical Pbrenfies, as you called them, of the pre- 
tended 
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tended Reafoners of this licentious Agt : — Now if the 
Scripture is a fit Rule whereby to judge thofe who pay 
very little Regard to its Authority ; it cannot be an im- 
proper Standard for raeafuring the Conduft of fuch as pre- 
tend that to be the folc Guide of their A&ions : Where- 
fore I have ventured to make the Rule and the boafied 
Followers of it , appear together : If there is not found be- 
tween them' the Agreement that could be wi(hed,I am per- 
fuaded you will not attribute the Failure to any Partiality 
in my Reprefentation ; the Citations from Scripture being 
what every Perfon is acquainted with, and every thing 
faid of the Parlon, and much more, your Eminence has 
well known to be juftified by Daily Experience. 

FROM this Disagreement of the declared Principles 
of our Clergymen, with their open Practices, may be traced 
the True and Only Source of the Contempt which Men of 
your Order fo loudly complain of: And this, I humbly con- 
ceive, is the Fountain whence fprings that Difregard cf 
your Infractions, at this time fo prevalent among all De- 
grees of Men : -»— ■ Could we but once be fo happy as 
to have Reafon to believe, from their Example , that the 
Thoughts ot our Spiritual Leaders accompanies what they 
preach , it would not be long before a general Amendment 
of Manners would be vifible in their Hearers : For the 
Actions of a Man are efteemed more demonftrative Proofs 
of bis real Belief and Sentiments , than can poflibly be 
drawn from his Verbal Declarations : Whence appears 
the Neceflity, firtce a Reformation is univerfally allowed' to 
be wanted, that it fhould begin among our Clergy ; they be- 
ing the only Perfons who will have the Recommending and 
Increaftng it immediately in Charge ; and their Labours to 
that End cannot reafonably be expected to have any de- 
firable Succefs, ’till, by their own Amendment, they.mew 
us that they think it necelfary. 

WHEN 
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WHEN this is done, I will promife for the prefent 
Age, bad as it is fo often fa id to be, that there are ftill 
living lb many Friends to Virtue and Chriftianity, as 
would, by their Voices and Influence, Hem the Rapidity 
of that Torrent which threatens the Deftru&ion .even 

of Religion itfelf • — But, till then, no Remedy can 

be hoped. 

THIS Angle Thought was the Caufe of my giving 
your Eminence this Trouble ; for, I confidered that as 
your Bad Example had hitherto been of the moil fatal In- 
fluence to the Church of which you are fo considerable 
a Member ; your Beginning a Work of Reformation, as 
there is no Doubt of its btiagfollowed by aU who hive fol- 
lowed you already, might produce fuen a Change in the 
Face of our Ecclefiaftical Adairs, as would make it re- 
membered, even with Pleafure, to lateft Pofterity, That He 
who was the' greatest Caufe of the Chut'tWs Difgrate , was 
the tfiRST who Jet about Removing the too jujl Occajiont of 
Complaint againjl her. 

% 

THAT this may be truly fa id of your Eminence ; 
and that never, after taking fo laudable a Step, you may 
fLinch from your Character, as a Gqfpel Msnijter, is the' 
Gncere Wilh of % 


The Admirer of aU 
Tour Virtues , 

A Lai -Brother* 
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